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Introducing User Profile 

Mana ger  

Why a User Profile Manager? 

A User Profile is where Windows stores your stuff. It is where your Desktop, òMy 
Documentsó, òMy Picturesó and òMy Musicó files are all saved. Your User Profile is 
also where Windows keeps all the information that makes your computer personal to 
you, like your desktop wallpaper, Internet favorites and the lists of documents you've 
recently opened.  

As the Windows operating system has developed, User Profiles have become ever 
more important and are now an integral part of the way that Windows organizes data. 
In some circumstances however, this tying of data to a single user account is not always 
appropriate. If you need to logon to a different domain, Windows will create a new 
profile for you and you lose all your settings. In companies and organizations around 
the world, many personal computers are not personal at all: computers are shared by 
work colleagues, by students, and by members of voluntary and community groups. 

 

Managed Profiles  

When User Profile Manager is installed on a computer, it actively monitors who is 
logging onto the machine and automatically assigns the appropriate user profile. For 
example, you can assign a single profile to a group of users so that they all share the 
same desktop. 

Additionally, User Profile Manager enables you to easily copy, delete and rename user 
profile data on your computers. 

Whether you are looking to manage the data Windows has stored for you on your 
machine, or you are an Administrator looking after a network of computers, User 
Profile Manager has been developed to give you a simple but powerful tool to make 
your life easier.  We hope you like it. 
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Installation  

Installing User Profile Manager 

User Profile Manager uses a standard Windows installer program. 

There are two different installer programs available: one for Windows 7 and Windows 
Vista, and one for Windows XP. Download the appropriate installer for your version 
of Windows from the ForensiT website at http://www.forensit.com/downloads.html 

Run the installer program and complete the installation as prompted. 

Note : If you are responsible for creating an image which will be deployed to 
workstations in your organization, you may not want to add User Profile Manager to 
the Windows Start Menu. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.forensit.com/downloads.html
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Managing Windows User 

Profiles with ForensiT 

User Profile Manager  

This chapter will show you how to use the powerful features of 
User Profile Manager to manage User Profiles on your computer. 

Getting Started  

There are two different ways to launch User Profile Manager. User Profile Manager 
has been written to integrate with the Windows shell and replaces the standard 
Windows òUser Profilesó dialog box. 

Click the Windows Start button and then right-click on òComputeró and choose 
òPropertiesó. On Windows 7 you will see òSystemó Control Panel page. Choose 
òAdvanced system settingsó from the menu on the left 

 

.  
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Click on the òAdvancedó tab on the òSystem Propertiesó dialog box and then click the 
òSettingsó button in the òUser Profilesó section. 

 

 

 

User Profile Manager will now launch instead of the standard Windows òUser 
Profilesó dialog box.  

User Profile Manager can also be launched in this way if you have added òComputeró 
to your desktop, as well as by clicking on òSystem and Securityó and then òSystemó in 
Control Panel. 

The second way to launch User Profile Manager is directly from the Control Panel. 
Click the Windows òStartó button; click òControl Panel.ó and then òUser Accountsó. 
Click òUser Profile Manageró. 
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Accessing User Profile Manager through t he the Windows Control Panel 

 

Note : you must be an Administrator to run User Profile Manager. 

 

. 
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Assigning Profiles  

One of the most powerful features of User Profile manager is that it allows you to 
configure a profile so that it can be used by more than one user. You can assign the 
same profile to individual user accounts, or you can assign a profile to groups of users. 
For example, you can assign a profile to the òAdministratorsó group so that whenever 
any Administrator logs onto the machine they will use the same profile. Assigning 
profiles is also useful when users work-share and share a computer. If you have a 
computer that is used by many users you may want to assign a single profile to a group, 
and make all the users a member of the group:  this is will simplify administration of 
the machine and significantly reduce the amount of disk space used. 

 

The User Profile Manager Profile List  
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In the profile list in the screenshot above, the òAdminsó profile is shared by the local 
Administrator account, and the BRITANNIC domainõs òDomain Adminsó group. 
The two domain users, Alice and John, are both using Aliceõs profile. Finally, the 
òShared Profileó domain group has been assigned the òSharedó profile; this means that 
whenever a member of the òShared Profileó group logs onto the machine they will use 
that profile. 

To assign a user profile to another user or group select the profile that you want to 
assign in the profile list so that it is highlighted, and click on the òAssignéó button. 
User Profile Manager will now display the standard Windows òSelect User or Groupó 
dialog box that may be familiar to you from assigning permissions. 

 

 
 
Enter the name of the user or group who you want to use the profile and click òOk.ó 
User Profile Manager will ask you to confirm that you want to assign the profile. Click 
òYesó to confirm. User Profile Manager will now assign the profile to the user or 
group that you specified. 
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Ren aming Profiles  

To make administration easier it is sometimes useful to rename a profile. For example, 
Aliceõs profile might be called something like Alice.DOMAIN.003, and you may want 
it to be just named òAlice.ó Alternatively, if you are assigning a profile to a group of 
users you may want to rename the profile to the name of the group. User Profile 
provides a simple method for renaming profiles. 

To rename a profile  select the profile that you want to rename in the profile list so that 
it is highlighted, and click on the òRenameéó button. User Profile Manager will 
display the name dialog box.. 

 

Enter the new profile name and click òOKó. User Profile Manager will ask you to 
confirm that you want to rename the profile. Click òYesó to confirm. 
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Deleting Profi les  

To delete  a profile  select the profile that you want to delete in the profile list so that it 
is highlighted, and click on the òDeleteó button. User Profile Manager will ask you to 
confirm that you want to delete the profile. 

 

 Click òYesó to confirm. 

If a profile is assigned to more than one user , only the òlinkó to the profile is 
deleted, not the profile itself. For example, in the profile list above, Alice and John are 
both using Aliceõs profile. If we delete Johnõs profile, John is deleted from the profile 
list, but the profile itself is not deleted. Alice can continue to use her profile as before 
and no data will have been lost. If John logs on, Windows will create a new profile for 
him based on the machineõs default profile. 
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Copying Profiles  

User Profile manager provides a powerful mechanism for creating new profiles. You 
can take an exact copy of a userõs profile and assign it directly to a new user; you can 
create a new default profile from an existing profile just by putting a tick in a box; you 
can also create a backup profile and copy it to another location. 

To copy a profile  select the profile that you want to copy in the profile list so that it is 
highlighted, and click on the òCopy Toéó button. 

The User Profile manager òCopy Toó dialog box is designed to be similar to the 
familiar Windows òUser Profilesó òCopy Toó dialog box., however the functionality is 
substantially different. 

 

 

To make a copy of a profile  enter the path to where the copy of the profile should be 
created. Generally, you will want to create the copy of the profile in the Windows 
òProfiles Directoryó ð typically òC:\ Documents and Settingsó ð but you can copy the 
profile to other locations for backup purposes. 

To make a copy of the profile in the Profiles Directory simply add the name of the 
profile you want to create to the directory path. For example, to create a profile called 
òCopyó the path should be òC:\ Documents and Settings\Copyó. 

To assign a copy of a profile to a user  tick the òSet As Userõs Profileó check box. 
The check box will only be available if you are creating a copy of a profile in the 
Profiles Directory. To select the user who the profile should be assigned to, click the 
òChangeéó button. User Profile Manager will display the standard Windows òSelect 
User or Groupó dialog box. (See òAssigning Profilesó above.) 
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If you tick the òSet As Userõs Profileó check box but do not change the user, the new 
copy of the profile will be assigned to the original user. For example, if we were 
copying Aliceõs profile, Alice would use the new copy of her profile the next time she 
logged on. This òforkingó of the profile might be useful in some support scenarios, 
because you can always assign Aliceõs original profile back to her later. See òUnassigned 
Profilesó below. 

When you are ready click the òOKó button to copy and assign the profile. 

To create a new default profile  simply tick the òSet As Default Profileó check box. 
When you do this, the other options will be greyed out. Click òOK.ó User Profile 
manager will create a new default profile. This means that whenever Windows needs to 
create a profile for a user logging onto the machine, it will use the copied profile as a 
template. The user will get a copy of the data and settings of the profile you selected.  

To create a mandator y profile  based on the existing profile that you have selected, 
just tick the òCreate Mandatory Profileó check box.. When you do this, the other 
options will be greyed out. Click òOKó. User Profile Manager will create a new 
mandatory profile at the location you have specified . To assign the mandatory profile 
to a group or to a user account, see the òMandatory Group Profilesó section below.  
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Changing the Profile Type  

User Profile Manager replicates the standard Windows òUser Profilesó functionality 
that allows you to change the type of a profile a user with a roaming profile uses. 

 

To change the profile type  select the profile that you want to change in the profile list 
so that it is highlighted, and click on the òChange Typeéó button. 
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Unassigned Profiles  

An òUnassignedó Profile is a profile that exists on the computer but which isnõt used 
by anyone. For example, say John logs onto the computer; Windows will create a new 
profile called òJohn.ó But then you use User Profile Manager to assign Aliceõs profile 
to John so that they both use the same profile. Johnõs original profile is now 
unassigned. 

To show unassigned profiles  tick the òShow Unassigned Profilesó check box. User 
Profile Manager will display any unassigned profiles at the bottom of the profile list. 

 

 

You can assign, rename, delete or copy an unassigned profile just like you can any 
other profile.  
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Temporary Profiles  

User Profile Manager gives you the power to stop users being able to save a profile on 
a computer. This can be very useful if, for example, a machine is used by a large 
number of people to access a particular resource.  

WARNING!  If you add a user to the Temporary Profiles list ALL the DATA saved in 
their profile WILL BE DELETED. If you add a group to the Temporary Profiles list, 
ALL MEMBERS of the group will have the data saved in their profile DELETED. 
 

 

 

To add a User or Group to the Temporary Profiles List  click on the User Profile 
Manager òTemporary Profilesó tab.  Click the òAddéó button. User Profile Manager 
will display the standard Windows òSelect User or Groupó dialog box. (See òAssigning 
Profilesó above.)  Enter the name of the user or group who you want add to the 
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Temporary Profiles list and click òOk.ó Click User Profile Manager òApplyó or òOkó 
button to save the changes. 

 
To remove  a User or Group to the Temporary Profiles List  select the User or Group 
that you want to remove in the Temporary Profiles list so that it is highlighted, and 
click on the òRemove button. Click User Profile Manager òApplyó or òOkó button to 
save the changes. 
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Mandatory Group Profiles  

User Profile Manager 1.5 introduced a powerful new feature to manage user profiles. 
By using User Profile Manager you can assign a mandatory profile to a group of users; 
this can be either a local group or a domain group. You can also assign mandatory 
profiles  to local users. 

For example,  say a machine is used by both students and teachers. By assigning a 
different mandatory profile to each group, you can quickly and easily enforce a  
different standard desktop for  each group without having to assign mandatory profiles 
to individual user accounts. You can create a new mandatory profile based on an 
existing user profile by using the User Profile Managerõs profile copying functionality ; 
see the òCopying Profilesó section above. 

To assign a mandatory group profile  click on the òMandatory Profileéó button. 

 

Click the òEditó button to change the mandatory profile path. You can either type the 
location, or click the òBrowseó button to select the location of the profile. The profile 
can either be on the local machine, or on the network. If the profile is on the network, 
you should always use a UNC path such as \ \ Server\ Share\ Profile. Click òOKó to 
save the path. 
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Customizing the Profile List  

User Profile Manger gives you detailed information about each profile saved on your 
computer. This information is viewed by column in the profile list, and is also available 
if you hover your mouse over the name of the user of the profile. You can choose 
which columns to display, and the order in which they appear. 

 

 

 

Name.  This is the name of the user or group to whom the profile is assigned. Where a 
profile is unassigned, User Profile Manager will attempt to show the last user of the 
profile. If a user is using a profile because they are a member of a group, they will not 
be listed in the profile list. The name column cannot be moved or hidden.  

Profile Folder.  The name of the userõs profile folder in the Profiles Directory. 

Type.  The type of profile. A profile can be a òLocaló profile,  a òRoamingó profile,   a 
òGroupó profile, or an òUnassignedó profile. 

Status.  The current status of the profile. Generally the status of the profile will be the 
same as the type. However,  if you have added a user to the temporary profiles list and 
that user is logged in, the status will be òTemporaryó although the type of profile is 
local. Also, if you change the type of a roaming profile its status will not change until 
the user next logs on. 
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Size . The size of the profile. 

Modified . The date when the profile was last changed; usually this is the last date on 
which the user logged on. 

 

To customize the Profile List  click on the òSelect Columnsó link. 

 

 

 

Using the òAdd/Remove Columnsó dialog box, you can choose which columns of 
information you want to show, and the order in which they appear. 

To add a column, select it in the òAvailable columnsó list and click the òAdd ->ó 
button. To remove a column, select it in the òDisplayed columnsó list and click the  
ò<- Removeó button. To change the position of a column, select it in the òDisplayed 
columnsó list and use the òMove Upó and òMove Downó buttons. Click òOKó when 
you have finished. 
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Licens ing  

This chapter shows you how to activate your ForensiT User Profile Manager 
license. 

Activating Your License  

When you purchase ForensiT User Profile Manager you will receive a license number 
that you can use to activate your software. If you purchase User Profile Manager 
online, the license number will be generated immediately and will be shown on the 
order confirmation page. The license number will also be emailed to you. 










